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REl^IEW  OF  BUSINESS  CONDITIONS  -  ALBERTA  -  19^7 « 

During  1957  much  was  heard  of  "business  imcertainty",  "tight  money 
policies",  "periods  of  consolidation"  and  "business  plateaux".  The  infer¬ 
ence  left  was  that  it  was  improbable  that  economic  activity  would  equal  that 
of  the  recognizably  boom  year  of  l^^G. 

A  measure  of  gratification  therefore  can  be  drawn  from  year  end 
figures  which  showing  that,  on  the  whole,  1957  economic  activity  more  than 
matched  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Increased  sales  of  livestock  offset  lower  grain  marketings  and  farm 
cash  income  nearly  equalled  that  of  1956.  Mineral  production  value  increased 
due  to  a  higher  price  for  crude  oil.  New  plants  coming  into  operation 
raised  total  value  of  manufactured  products  by  $50  million  above  previous 
records.  The  volume  of  construction  did  not  match  that  of  1956  but  was  high¬ 
er  than  in  other  previous  years.  Retail  and  wholesale  trade,  while  showing 
"soft  spots"  in  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  exceeded  the  1956  levels  and 
indications  are  for  an  increasing  rate  of  growth  again  as  1958  progresses. 
Employment  increased  in  every  major  industry,  except  construction.  vn^ile 
unemployment  is  expected  to  reach  the  highest  post  war  level  during  the 
early  months  of  1958 ^  prospects  for  rapid  reabsorption  of  the  whole  work 
force  in  the  spring  appear  bright.  New  industrial  and  commercial  building 
plans  already  announced  for  1958  indicate  confidence  that  economic  stability 
will  obtain.  There  are  indications  that  credit  policies  will  be  officially 
eased  now  that  inflationary  trends  in  the  Canaidlan  economy  have  been  re¬ 
lieved.  On  this  basis  there  is  justification  for  confidence  that  the  strong 
upward  trend  in  the  whole  econon^  will  be  re-established  as  1958  progresses. 


AGRICULTURES 


Average  prices  for  cattle  and  sheep  in  1957  held  firm  in  the  ranges 
established  in  195^  and  marketings  were  substantially  higher.  An  Increase  of 
approximately  $5  per  cwb.  in  hog  prices  more  than  offset  the  decline  in 
number  of  hogs  marketed.  Altogether  the  total  estimated  Income  from  the  sale 
of  livestock  rose  to  $157  million  as  compared  with  $131  million  in  1956. 

FARM  CASH  INCOME  -  ALBERTA  -  I956-I957 


1956 

1957 

$ 

$ 

Grains  (Jan.  -  Nov.) 

177^031^,000 

1^3,099,000 

Livestock  (Jan.  -  Nov.) 

130,983.000 

156,929.000 

Dairy  Products  (Jan.  -  Oct.) 

26,082,000 

27,912,000 

Poultry  Products  (Jan.  -  Nov.) 

8, 02k, 000 

8,176,000 

3k2,123,000 

336,116,000 

Grain  marketings  in  1957  fell  off  sharply  from  195^  levels,  with 
wheat  exports  suffering  particularly.  Total  farm  income  from  grain  includ¬ 
ing  Wheat  Board  adjustment  payments  fell  from  $177  million  to  $1^3  million. 
Tiiis  decrease  is  felt  particularly  in  those  areas  of  the  province  where 
sales  of  grain  form  the  main  income  source.  Offsetting  this  to  some  extent 
is  the  newly  introduced  system  of  farm  loans  against  farm  stored  grains 
which  is  of  benefit  to  individual  farmers,  and  which  may  total  some  $10 
million  by  year  end.  However  this  method  of  increasing  farm  income  repres¬ 
ents  only  a  borrowing  against  future  grain  deliveries,  with  the  necessary 
corollary  that  equivalent  195^  grain  deliveries  will  not  represent  additional 


farm  cash  income. 


The  follcn-.’-ing  figures  are  compiled  on  a  comparable  basis: 


FARM  CASH  INCOME 

1954  $  335,712,000 

1955  313,^94,000 

1956  378,082,000 

1956  (11  months)  3^2,123,000 

1957  (11  months)  336,116,000 

The  figures  indicate  that  farm  cash  income  will  be  substantially 
higher  than  in  1954  or  1955  and  only  slightly  lower  than  in  1956 »  It  should 
be  borne  in  mind  hovrever  that  farm  costs  have  also  been  rising.  The  Peace 
River  District  experienced  extremely  adverse  weather  conditions  during  har¬ 
vest  season  and  farm  cash  income  in  this  area  has  been  drastically  reduced. 


MINERALS ; 


Preliminary  mineral  production  figures  for  Alberta  1957  published 
by  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  indicate  that  gross  value  increased 
slightly  over  1956.  Coal  production  and  value  fell  by  25^  to  less  than  $l8 
million.  Minor  decreases  are  also  to  be  noted  in  production  of  salt,  clay 
products,  cement,  lim.e  and  stone. 


MINERAL  PRODUCTION  -  ALBERTA,  1936-1997 


Gold 

oz. 

1  9  5  6  (1) 

119 

195  7^^^ 

261 

$. 

4,100 

8,754 

Silver 

oz. 

l4 

25 

12 

22 

Salt 

ton 

46,654 

43,120 

1,162,982 

916,840 

Coal 

ton 

4,328,787 

23,274,012 

3,208,066 

$. 

17,663,047 

(continued. 
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MINERAL  PRODUCTION  -  AIBERTA,  1956-19,^7  (Continued) 


(1) 

1956 

(2) 

1957 

Natural  Gas 

m:f 

$. 

146,133^893 

10,980,042 

176,125,000 

13,209,375 

Petroleum;,  crude;, 

bbl, 

$. 

1^3,909,641 

353,629,158 

137,280,000 

359,399,040 

Clay  products 

$. 

3,038,544 

2,618,382 

Cement 

ton 

$  0 

602,163 

9,258,016 

559,500 

8,804,000 

Lime 

ten 

41,309 

41,082 

$. 

624,060 

566,470 

Sand  &  Gravel 

ton 

$. 

10,522,441 

8,877,806 

9,894,762 

8,502,720 

Stone 

ton 

$. 

66,820 

343,166 

83,213 

272,172 

TOTAL 

$. 

411,171,898 

411,960,822 

(1)  Final  fig-ores  -  DBS. 

(2)  Preliminary  estimate  -  DBS. 


Crude  oil  production  declined  by  over  6  million  barrels  but  higher 
prices  raised  the  value  to  over  $359  milllonp  approximately  $6  million  above 
the  1956  figure.  Natural  gas  production  for  ejqjort  and  local  consumption 
rose  by  30  million  MCF  and  the  value  increased  by  over  $2  million.  It  is 
expected  that  natural  gas  production  will  increase  substantially  in  1958 
with  completion  of  Trans  Canada  Pipeline  to  more  Ontario  points  and  that 
crude  oil  production  will  be  higher  by  the  second  half  of  this  year".  Oil 
well  drilling  fell  off  sharply  (from  a  10  month  figure  of  8,6  million  feet 


(5) 


in  1956  to  6«3  million  feet  in  1957)  due  partly  to  market  uncertainties  and 
partly  to  the  fact  that  drilling  is  now  being  done  in  relatively  inaccessible 
areas  o  Tlie  remarkably  mild  fall  prevented  freeze-up  in  muskeg  and  foothills 
country  and  retarded  the  winter  drilling  programme. 

Particularly  notable  has  been  the  increased  production  of  mineral 
by-products  of  the  natural  gas  industry.  Propane  production  rose  by  2k  per¬ 
cent;  sales  by  lOfc,  Butane  production  by  sales  down  7^.  Sxilphur  pro¬ 

duction  rose  by  over  200^  and  approximated  100,000  tons  with  sales  keeping 
pace. 

Total  valuation  of  minerals  produced  increased  to  approximately 
$Ul2  million,  placing  Alberta  again  in  second  place  among  Canadian  provinces. 

MAJMUFAC  TURING; 

The  gross  value  of  products  manufactured  in  Alberta  1957  at 
$752  million  was  $50  million  higher  than  in  1956.  The  increase  is  mainly 
attributable  to  the  first  full  year  of  production  of  major  new  plants. 

Value  of  production  of  meat  packing  plants  was  up  sharply.  Employment  in 
manufacturing  establishments  was  7^  higher  than  in  1956  indicating  that, 
despite  the  "soft  spots",  there  was  a  firm  undertone  throughout.  By  indus¬ 
trial  groups  the  percentage  increase  in  employment  was  as  follows;  foods 
and  beverages  1.1^;  wood  products  5»8^^  printing  and  publishing  6,0%;  iron 
and  steel  17.1^1  transportation  equipment  6.6%;  petroleiom  products  10%, 

There  was  a  decrease  of  1.1^  in  the  non-metsillic  mineral  products  industries. 
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Some  weaknesses  ar’e  evident  in  specific  industries  o  Value  of 
flour  mill  production  dropped  13fo;  clay  products  (brick,  tile,  pottery) 
also  fell  off  13^1  cement  production  was  down  1^  although  it  was  up  by  20^ 
for  the  month  of  November;  lime  production  was  lower  although  the  value  was 
higher.  Tiiere  was  little  change  in  total  oil  refinery  production,  exclusive 
of  the  new  lubricating  oil  plant.  Sawmilling  production  to  the  end  of  Novem- 
her  was  down  by  7^. 

Meat  packing  was  3^  higher  by  volime  and  l4^  higher  by  value. 

Sugar  refineries  and  vegetable  canneries  processed  greater  volmes  of  products. 

The  table  following  shows  estimated  production  by  industrial, 
groupings  for  the  years  1955 “57®  Substantial  increases  are  appar'ent  in  the 
foods  and  beverages  industry  (up  $15  million);  the  paper  products  industry 


(up  $6  million); 

chemical  products 

the  iron  and  steel  industry  (up  $10  million); 

industry  (up  $8  million). 

GROSS  VALUE  OF  MANUFACTURING  -  AIBSRTA 

and  the 

195,^  “  1957 

(1) 

(3) 

1955 

1956 

1957 

$ 

$ 

$ 

Foods  and  Beverages  272,808,000 

294,132,000 

309,000,000 

Leather  Products 

225,000 

242,000 

350,000 

Textiles 

5,108,000 

4,924,000 

5,600,000 

Knitting  Mills 

260,000 

274,000 

300,000 

Clothing 

7,663,000 

8,335,000 

8,800,000 

Wood  Pt'-oducts 

56,917,000 

55,802,000 

56,000,000 

(Continued 
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GROSS  VALUE  OF  FiANTLF  AC  TURING  -  AL3ERTA  (Continued) 

1955  -  1957 


(1)  (2)  (3) 


1955 

1956 

1957 

$ 

$ 

$ 

Paper  Products 

10,268,000 

12,183,000 

18,000,000 

Printing  and  Publishing 

20, 57^ >000 

22,448,000 

24,000,000 

Iron  and  Steel  Products 

40,553,000 

52,667,000 

63,000,000 

Transportation  Equipment 

19,390,000 

25,564,000 

27,500,000 

Non-Ferrous  Metal  Products 

15,164,000 

17,425,000 

22,000,000 

Electrical  Aj>paratus  etc. 

3,088,000 

3,877,000 

3,500,000 

Non-Metallic  Mineral  Products 

33,036,000 

33,059,000 

33,000,000 

Petroleum  and  Coal  Products 

116,233,000 

132,3^7,000 

135,000,000 

Chemicals  &  Allied  Products 

36,865,000 

35,259,000 

43,000,000 

Miscellaneous  Manufacturing 

2,997,000 

3,230,000 

3,200,000 

TOTAL  —  —  —  “  —  —  —  $ 

641,148,000 

701,768,000 

752,250,000 

(1)  DoB.So  =  Final  figures 

(2)  DoBoSo  =  Preliminary  figures 

(3)  A.BoS.  =:  Estimate 

NEW  INDUSTRIES; 

During  1957  nev  manufacturing  plants  valued  at  close  to  $70  million 
were  completed  and  began  production®  There  vas  a  decline  in  ne'tf-plant  con- 
struction  compared  with  recent  years;  however  activity  in  expansion  and  in¬ 
creasing  capacities  of  existing  plants  offset  this  to  a  large  extent®  Plans 
announced,  to  date,  for  1958  total  over  $25  million.  During  1957  over  $13 
million  worth  of  manufacturing  plant  e2q>anslon  programmes  were  completed. 
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^rhe  Illnton  pulp  rfdll  commenced  production  in  1957  providing 
employment  for  390  to  kOO  eir^jloyees  in  the  plant  and  1200  persons  in  logging 
operations  in  the  peak  season » 

The  structux'al  steel  plant  at  Lethbridge  completed  a  sizeable  ex- 
panslone  Pl-ans  are  nmderway  in  that  City  to  construct  a  multi-million 
dollar  vegetable  oil  plant  in  1958  <> 

The  ca^istic  soda  plant  at  Duvernay  embarked  on  a  programme  to  step 
up  production «  Hickel  production  was  Increased  at  Fort  Saskatchewan o  ‘The 
Pincher  Creek  sulphur-  plant  began  production  as  did  the  soil  pipe  plant  in 
Calgary  o  Plarined  for  Calgary  is  a  major  exptansion  in  capacity  by  one  of  the 
oil  refineries o 

Cement  production  facilities  at  Edmonton  were  stepped  up  with  one 
of  the  plants  making  7us,e  of  a  newly  installed  second  kilrio  Two  plj’wood 
plants  and  two  plants  producing  phenolic  resins  began  operations  o  Twao  oil 
refineries  completed  major  expansions «  Sucker  rods  for  the  oil  industry 
were  produced  locally  for  the  first  time  making  use  of  the  products  of  the 
near- -by  steel  rolling  mlllo  Under  construct! cn  at  the  present  time  is  an 
exp-ansion  of  the  polythene  plant  which  is  to  double  output » 

COr^STRUCTION  IMDUSTRYs 

The  construction  industry  w.as  the  major  sufferer  from  the  so- 
called  "tight  money''  policies  imposed  by  the  federal  government  in  the  win¬ 
ter  of  1956/70  Unfortunately  any  enforced  cutback  in  this  industry  induces 

cutbacks  in  a  wide  range  of  service  and  manofacturing  industries o  The  effect 
on  e)[nplo:yirjent  was  serious c  A  high  vclme  of  building  carries  construe- 
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tion  employment  over  the  winter  months;  anything  less  leaves  serious  pockets 
of  unemployment. 

Although  the  volume  of  construction  work  did  decline  during  1957 
the  extent  of  the  decline  should  not  be  over -emphasized.  The  value  of 

building  permits  issued  in  the  eight  cities  fell  from  $1^5 o8  million  to 
$129.3  million  (11^).  In  rural  areas  they  dropped  from  $39«2  million  to  $37.-^ 
million  (4,5^).  The  total  1957  figures  are  substantially  above  those  for 
1953  and  1954;  below  the  1955  and  1956  figin*es  for  the  cities  but  compare 
favourably  with  those  for  rural  areas  for  these  years. 

The  decrease  in  employment  in  the  industry  amounted  to  8.5^  for 
the  period  Jan, -Oct,  1957  as  compared  with  1956,  As  construction  of  dwelling 
units  probably  absorbs  the  largest  slice  of  construction  labour,  the  table 
below,  showing  construction  of  dwelling  units  1949“57;»  should  be  of  value  in 
assessing  the  situation.  Although  the  building  programime  was  not  as 
arabitious  as  in  1955  or  1956  a  high  rate  of  activity  is  apparent. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  DWEI.LTNG  UNITS  -  ALBERTA 


Oct,  31 


Dec.  31 


Under 

Construction 

Jan.  1 

to  Octo  31 

ITnder 

Construction 

Jan.  1 

Started 

Completed 

Oct.  31 

1954 

5.613 

10,114 

7.991 

7.356 

1955 

6,442 

9,327 

8,922 

6,750 

1956 

6,381 

9.778 

9.320 

6,602 

1957 

5,181 

9.145 

7.924 

6,055 

Jan.  1 

to  Dec.  31 

Dec.  31 

1949 

5,262 

8,465 

9.411 

4,309 

1950 

4.309 

8,623 

7.266 

5.606 

1951 

5.803 

5,442 

6,057 

5,168 

1952 

4,615 

7.415 

6,204 

5.877 

1953 

5.877 

9,625 

9,854 

5.613 

1954 

5.613 

11,529 

10,285 

6,442 

1955 

6,442 

10,542 

10,610 

6.265 

1956 

6.381 

10,662 

11,622 

5.181 

(lu) 


For  1958  prospects  for  the  industry  appear  bright «  Late  in  1957 
the  federal  government  took  steps  to  make  more  mortgage  money  available  for 
financing,,  and  there  is  every  probability  that  the  programme  will  be  extend¬ 
ed  for  19580  The  growth  of  population  of  Alberta  cities  makes  residential 
building  imperative o 

Reports  from  city  industrial  commissioners  indicate  a  heavy  pro¬ 
gramme  of  commercial;,  industrial  and  institutional  building  for  1958 o  The 
outlook  In  Calgary  is  particularly  promisingo  A  supplementary  list;,  showing 
1957  activity  of  these  types  and  prospects  for  1958 «  accompanies  this  report. 
Road  and  railway  projects  also  have  been  announced  although  dates  have  not 
been  indicated. 


TRADE  MD  COMMERCE; 

Total  retail  trade  exceeded  $1^210  million  as  compared  with  $1;)159 
million  in  1958  a  rise  of  approximately  k  percent.  This  is  a  satisfactory 
rate  of  increase  except  8.s  corapar^ed  with  the  12  percent  rise  of  1956  over 

1955  = 

As  with  most  economic  indicat03:'s  during  1957  favourable  increases 
in  some  lines  were  counterbalanced  by  declines  in  other  bu,3inesses.  Trade 
in  grocery  and  combination  stores  increased  by  10  percent  to  $lk6.t  million. 
Department  store  sales  rose  by  9  percent  to  $105  million.  Salas  of  motor 
vehicle  dealers  rose  by  7  percent  to  $220.3  million.  A  major  decrease  was 
shown  by  l>jmiber  and  building  materials  dealers  -  down  9  percent  to  $^5 
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million,  (The  above  are  comparable  1956/7  January-October  figures.) 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  favourable  figures  obtain 
largely  on  the  strength  of  a  high  volume  of  retail  trade  early  in  the  year. 

A  slackening  off  vras  apparent  by  May  of  1957  and.  by  October  several  trade 
groups  were  running  behind  1956  totals.  This  was  particularly  apparent  in 
October  monthly  sales  figures  which  show  motor  vehicles  sales  down  10  per- 
cent;  buiiai;ig  materials  sales  dovm  20  percent;  furniture  and  appliance 
sales  down  8  percent;  and  other  lines  down  by  significant  percentages 
although  dollar  volume  is  not  so  large  for  each.  Real  continuing  strength 
is  still  apparent  in  grocery  and  clothing  sales,^  indicating  that  while  con- 
sumers  may  be  willing  to  postpone  purchases  of  "non-essentials"  there  is  no 
shortage  of  cash  for  essentials. 

Wholesale  trade  figures  to  the  end  of  November  bear*  out  the  above 
analysis.  At  the  end  of  November  wholesale  trade  was  3»2  percent  higher 
than  to  the  end  of  November  I956.  Wholesale  trade  in  smaller  centres  (up 
13  percent)  is  apparently  holding  firmer  than  in  the  large  cities.  Calgary 
and  Edmonton  show  increases  of  3<>3  percent  and  1.8  percent  respectively. 

Certain  trades,  notably  in  dry  goods,  have  undoubtedly  been 
affected  by  the  unusually  mild  winter  weather. 

GEMAL; 

Bank  clearings  were  13^  higher  than  in  1956.  Calgary,  major 
centre  of  clearing  house  activity,  shows  a  21  percent  rise  from  $4.3  billion 
to  $5*2  billion.  Edmonton  at  $2,3  billion  was  slightly  (l  percent)  below 
1956.  Increases  in  other  major  centres  ranged  from  5  percent  to  I8  percent. 
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Bank  debits  for  the  locations  show  a  similar  favourable  trend. 

Life  insurance  sales  at  $279  million  (11  months)  were  25  percent 
higher  than  in  1956. 

TOURIST  'IRADE; 

The  number  of  visitors  to  national,  parks  rose  by  l8  percent  to 
1,579^779  persons.  Major  percentage  increases  in  number  of  visitors  were  at 
Jasper  (22  percent)  and  Waterton  Lakes  (23  percent).  The  largest  numerical 
increase  vras  at  Banff  where  the  total  increased  by  101,000. 

Total  visitors  to  the  province  in  1956  is  estimated  by  the  Alberta 
Travel  Bureau  at  1,811,801  and  lor  1957  at  2,095^973 •  The  Bureau  estimates 
the  value  of  tourist  trade  at  $56.1  million  for  1956  and  $61.9  million  for 

1957. 

FORESTRY; 

Lumber  production  to  the  end  of  November  was  7^  lower  than  in 
1956.  Pulpwood  production  rose  from  65,000  cords  to  l88,000  cords  with  the 
value  rising  from  $1.1  million  to  $2.8  million.  Tie  production  rose  from 
1.3  million  to  1.8  million  ties  with  value  rising  from  $2.1  million  to  $3»3 
million.  Poplar  log  production  rose  to  supply  the  three  plywood  plants  of 
the  province. 

FUR; 

Value  of  fur  production  (wild  life)  at  $834,000  declined  substan¬ 
tially  below  the  1956  figure  of  $1.3  million.  The  number  of  pelts  sold 
dropped  by  over  17^ • 
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Fur  farm  productica  during  the  1956/7  season  vas  156^910  pelts 
valued  at  $2^436,3660  This  vas  some  9 oh  percent  higher  than  the  1956  figirre 
of  143,386  pelts  but  the  valuation  was  7  <>7  percent  lower  than  the  1956 
figure  of  $2, 638,454 o 

ELECTRIC  POWERS 

Total  electric  power  generation  during  1957  approximated  2o400 
million  KoWoHo  as  compared  with  2o025  million  KoWoKe  in  I9560  This  maintains 
the  trend  established  at  the  end  of  the  war.  Actually  the  abnorraally  mild 
winter  has  reduced  generation  and  consumption o 

A  second  23,000  hopo  turbine  was  placed  in  service  by  Calgary 
Power  during  the  year  at  the  Cascade  plant.  Construction  of  extensions 
totalling  102,000  h«po  to  the  Spray  and  Bundle  plants  has  begun.  A  second 
66,000  KoW.  unit  is  being  added  to  the  Wabamun  thermal  plant  for  service  in 
1958  c 

Smaller  thermal,  plants  of  1250  KcW.  and  3000  K.Wo  are  being  in¬ 
stalled  at  Jasper  and  Falrview  by  Northland  Utilities  Ltd.,  and  Canadian 
Utilities  Ltd.,  respectively. 

The  city  of  Lethbridge  is  installing  a  7500  KcW.  g8«  turbine  for 
operation  in  1958 o 

Dsuring  1957,  3200  farms  received  initial  electric  service  bringing 
the  total,  number  of  farms  serviced  to  40,000  at  the  end  of  the  year'. 

LABOUR; 

Employment  in  industries,  exclusive  of  agriculture  was  4,3  per¬ 
cent  higher  than  in  1956  on  the  basis  of  compai'able  10  month  figures.  How- 


a  I ,  at  no  time  dnxing  1931  ^  in  direct  contrast  to  I956  conditions;,  could 
the  labour  supply  be  termed  short «  As  is  normal  the  labour  force  increased 
during  the  years  by  year  end  this  increased  labour  supply  was  adding  to  the 
number  of  those  usually  unemployed  over  the  winter  months p  Immigration  dur¬ 
ing  the  early  pari  of  1937  v’as  particularly  hea^ry  and  absorption  of  new 
Canadians  into  the  labour  force  in  a  "plateau  year"  was  more  difficult  than 
during  1936  <. 

There  is  evidence  that  transients  from  other  provinces  are  figur¬ 
ing  substantially  In  the  overall  ’jnemployment  picture  at  the  beginning  of 
1958 »  Generally  the  outlook  for  spring  is  encouraging^  especially  in  the 
Calgary  area  where  capital  expenditures  may  break  all  previous  records o 
However  at  the  end  of  1957  the  number  of  unplaced  applicants  at  NoEoSo 
offices  was  some  7^  percent  higher  than  at  same  date  1956^  and  some  39  per¬ 
cent  higher  than  at  same  date  1953 » 

The  brighter  side  of  the  picture  is  to  be  obtained  from  examin  - 
ation  of  the  increased  employment  afforded  in  non-agricultuiral  industries 
during  1957  ( January-October  figures  only  available). 


Percentage  Increase  Employment  by  Industries^  1937  as  O'' r^ipared  with  1936 


1957  %  Increase 

Srplcyees  Beportei 

over  1956 

1  October  1937 

Mining  {incl.  oil) 

+  5.8 

22^,052 

Manuf  ae t  uring 

+  6c5 

32.760 

Construction 

-  80 3 

2^i,075 

Transportation  &  Commijuaication 

+  5<>0 

27.782 

Whoj.es ale  and  Retail  Trade 

+  7 

32.806 

Service  Industries 

+  ,3ol 

10.363 

All  industries 

l62.699 

*  Report  covers  only  firms  employing  more  than  15  persons. 


The  renewal  of  construction  activity  in  the  spring  coupled  with 
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normal  expansion  in  industrial  employment  is  expected  to  absorb  quickly  the 
sTorplus  labour  pool. 

The  average  of  weekly  wages  and  salaries  rose  from  $69,93  to 
$70,13  between  1  October  I956  to  1  October  1957o  This  is  also  one  reason 
for  the  apparent  slackening  in  the  rise  of  retail  sales  volume. 

Employment  in  Calgary  increased  by  3  percent  and  in  Edmonton  by 
2  percent  for  comparable  10  month  periods  1957  and  1956,  However  the  aver¬ 
age  of  salaries  and  wages  in  Calgary  rose  from  $63,90  to  $66,42  per  week 
while  in  Edmonton  it  fell  from  $67,75  to  $67,36. 


The  following  is  a  brief  resume  of  reports  received  outlining 
1957  conditions  in  various  parts  of  the  province, 

CALGARY 

Although  some  difficulties  were  experienced  in  grain  harvesting, 
yields  were  comparable  with  those  of  previous  years ,  Mild  winter  weather 
permitted  completion  of  hairvesting.  Livestock  marketings,  except  hogs,  were 
higher  than  in  1956,  Cattle  prices  held  firm  at  1956  rates,  but  hog  prices 
averaged  $5  per  cwt,  higher.  Creamery  production  was  up  2^, 

Wholesale  trade  was  3^  higher.  Grocery  sales  increased  by  10^| 
hardware  sales,  2^,;  automotive  sales,  6^|  and  agricultural  machinery  by  6^, 
However  substantial  decreases  are  noted  in  lumbering  and  building  material 
sales  (9^),  electrical  appliances  (7^)  and  cement  products  (28^)  ------  re- 
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fleeting  decrea-39d  activity  in  the  building  trades » 

Several  new  firiris  began  manufacturing  dtrring  the  year  in  a  wide 
range  of  industries »  A  major  exp'ansion  programme  was  initiated  by  an  oil 
refinery. 

There  was  a  slackening  in  construction  activity  during  1957”  How¬ 
ever  new  construction  for  industrial  and  commercial  purposes  totalling  over 
$35  million  has  already  been  announced  for  1958. 

Total  employment  in  Calgary  increased  5^  over  1956.  Manufacturing 
employment  remained  fairly  constant.  Construction  employment  was  higher 
than  in  1956  until  June  and  the  fall  off  in  subsequent  months  was  more  than 
compensated  for  by  higher  employment  in  trade  and  service  industries. 


EDMINTON 

Retail  and  wholesale  trade;,  althoirgh  soft  and  spotty  in  places 
has  generally  speaking  been  satisfactory.  Overall  wholesale  trade  increased 
by  2^.  Major  Increases  are  shown  for  automotive  {0^) ^  groceries  (lO^)^ 
furniture  (7^)^  and  electrical  appliances  (2^).  Weakness  was  apparent  In 
dry  goods  sales  (down  2^),  and  lumber  and  building  materials  (down  6^). 

Increase  in  capacity  of  some  Hianufacturing  pl.ants^  and  initial 
production  of  others,  raised  the  gross  value  of  products  manufactirred  in 
Edmonton  to  record  levels.  Employment  during  the  year  increased  by  0$  for 
all  manufacturing  industries. 

Total  value  of  building  permits  issued  declined  by  9^.  A 
definite  upswing  in  residential  construction  permi,ts  occurred  in  November 
with  the  federal  government  release  of  suiditional  mortgage  funds.  This  up- 
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sving  is  expected  to  continue  into  1958*  A  surplus  of  construction  workers 
existed  throughout  1957  partly  because  of  completion  of  some  major  projects 
but  labour  turnover  on  construction  projects  was  much  reduced. 

Total  employment  in  Edmonton  was  Wfi  higher  than  in  1956.  f4anufact- 
uring  employment  increased  substantially.  The  9^  decrease  in  employment  in 
the  construction  industry  was  more  them  offset  by  increased  employment  in 
the  trade  and  service  industries . 


LETHBRIDGE 

The  agriculture  industry  on  the  whole  is  regarded  as  having  a 
successful  year.  The  sugar  beet  harvest  produced  a  record  crop  despite  poor 
harvesting  weather.  Grain  crops  matured  early  and  sales  of  milling  wheat 
increased  because  of  very  high  portein  content.  Yields  in  the  area  varied 
from  l8  to  25  bushels  per  acre.  Livestock  marketings  are  up  over  1956. 
General  livestock  prices  were  also  ahead  of  I958.  Rape  seed  was  seeded  to 
60,000  acres,  with  yields  being  reported  of  UOO  pounds  per  acrej  11,600 
acres  seeded  to  iroastard  were  harvested  with  the  yield  repoi'ted  being  765 
pounds  per  acre.  Tomato  yields  were  good  and  price  and  quality  were  satis¬ 
factory. 

Both  retail  and  wholesale  trade  held  firm  during  1957  showing 
slight  increases  over  1956. 

All  local  industries  reported  working  to  capacity  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  1958  should  equal  1957  activity.  Two  new  industries  are 
scheduled  for  1958.  One  firm  intends  to  manufacture  vegetable  oil  and  re¬ 
lated  by-products.  Estimated  cost  of  the  plant  which  will  employ  50  to  100 
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persons  is  $2,700,000.,  The  other  plant  will  assemble  electrical  equipment. 
Initial  capitalization  is  $50,000  and  when  fully  operating  wi]J.  employ  50  to 
6o  persons. 

With  the  advent  of  winter , unemployment  increased  to  600  more  than 
the  previous  year.  Little  improvement  is  expected  until  March  1958° 

Total  value  of  building  permits  issued  was  $4,6  million.  This 
represents  a  3^^  decline  below  the  previous  year.  However  the  actual  value 
of  building  work  completed  during  the  year  exceeded  $7°0  million  extending 
for  the  thirteenth  consecutive  year  the  building  boom  in  Lethbridge  and  dis¬ 
trict. 

MEDICINE  HAT 

Despite  the  fact  that  rainfall  during  the  crop  growing  season  was 
2  inches  less  than  normal,  timely  showers  provided  a  17  to  20  bushel  per 
acre  crop.  Irrigation  acreage  seeded  increased  at  the  e3q'*ense  of  dry  land 
farming  so  that  overall  seeded  acreage  remained  largely  un¬ 

changed.  Restricted  sales  of  grain  of  the  past  four  or  five  years  have 
placed  more  emphasis  on  production  of  livestock.  Cattle  holdings  show  a 
slight  increase  over  the  previous  year  and  sale  of  stocker  and  feeder 
animals  showed  a  noticeable  gain,  A  fair  hay  crop  was  harvested  and  the 
feed  situation  has  been  considerably  helped  by  an  open  winter. 

Wholesalers  report  a  slight  increase  in  sales  over  the  previous 
year  due  largely  to  price  changes  in  certain  lines.  Retail  sales  of 
groceries  have  been  well  maintained  with  some  slight  increases.  Dry  goods 


merchants  report  generally  goods  sales  with  a  slight  fall -off  in  the  last 
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mcntb.s  of  the  year  due  probably  to  the  mild  winter.  Hardware  sales  have 
rerrained  firm  and  home  appliances  and  furniture  sales  are  up  possibly  20^ 
due  to  higher  sales  of  television  sets  following  the  establishment  of  a 
local  station.  Automotive  sales  are  largely  unchanged  from  a  year  ago  and 
the  used  car  inventory  remains  near  the  previous  year  level. 

Flour  milling  plants  are  operating  on  a  reduced  basis  due  to  lack 
of  export  markets  and  personnel  has  been  reduced  by  20^, 

The  lag  in  construction  activity  has  been  reflected  in  the  clay 
products  and  pottery  factories  which  are  operating  25^  below  production  of 
a  year  ago.  Brick  and  tile  plants  are  similarily  affected.  The  fertilizer 
plant  has  operated  near  capacity  throughout  the  year,  A  new  firm  capital^ 
ized  at  $250,000  will  commence  production  shortly  of  black  seal  coat  roof¬ 
ing  material,  mastics  and  coloured  asphalts. 

The  labour  situation  has  been  adversely  affected  by  the  slacken¬ 
ing  in  the  clay  products  industries.  However  the  situation  has  been 
relieved  in  part  by  transfers  elsewhere  and  engagements  in  other  lines.  The 
unemployment  figure  is  about  20^  higher  than  at  the  end  of  the  previous 
year  but  the  situation  is  largely  seasonal  and  not  alarming. 

LLOYDMINSTER 

Grain  crops  in  this  area  suffered  damage  and  loss  of  yield  from 
the  semi -drought  conditions  of  early  summer,  with  coarse  grains  most  affect¬ 
ed,  Grain  now  being  marketed  shows  better  quality  than  in  1956,  Volume  of 
grain  marketed  is  expected  to  be  about  equal  with  the  previous  year. 

Cattle  and  hog  marketing  shows  a  marked  increase  and  should  be  up 
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for  the  year  from  20^  to  30^  with  general  quality  Improved »  Feed  supplies 
helped  by  the  fall  rains,  are  adequate  but  not  in  surplus  supply <>  Dairy 

production  was  reduced  in  early  season  due  to  drought  but  has  shown  a  marked 
increase  in  the  fall  months  as  compared  to  last  yeai*.  Egg  and  poultry  pro¬ 
duction  should  show  a  small  increase. 

Eetail  and  wholesale  trade  have  been  buoyant  most  of  the  year  but 
vrlth  levelling  off  in  the  fall  months.  Food  and  dry  goods  stores  expect  to 
finish  the  year  with  dollar  sales  up  over  1956.  New  car  sales  are  holding 
up  but  truck  sales  are  down  as  are  sales  of  farm  machinery,  the  latter 
possibly  as  much  as  30^ • 

Throughput  in  local  refineries  will  be  down  from  a  year  ago  and 
there  has  been  some  reduction  in  the  number  employed.  The  same  comments 
apply  to  the  mamofacturers  of  oil  by-products  and  asphalt  products.  Oil 
well  drilling  has  been  on  a  reduced  scahe. 

Labour  supply  was  adequate  for  local  needs  with  some  small  in¬ 
crease  in  thost^  looking  for  eiiployment.  Skilled  tradesmen  were  in  short 
supply  through  most  of  the  year. 

Building  permits  issued  totalled  $877,000  compared  to  $3^2,000  in 
1956.  The  increase  was  in  major  projects.  Home  building  was  reduced. 

Higher  wage  levels  in  industry  and  an  increased  farm  income  from 
livestock  marketing  have  helped  to  keep  retail  sales  buoyant  despite  some 
layoff  of  workers  in  manufacturing.  However  capital  has  been  scarce  for 
major  building  and  for  equipment  purchases. 


f  ,,  -  ,  ,  ■■■j 


r  :-  :V'  ■ 

'  ■•:■.  '  ■  ;■-•■  . ''.-A'-,.;-' 


:'^  :■  v':/ 

'  '•;•■•.-  ■- ^•  .' 'v /-■;••  r./v  ,  ;:;.v  . 


'  1-' ■<;'■:•'■- V'V'''--..  . 

■-■  :  v7-^i>7:y;v7^ 

■- 77S:3v.8;f pS'4 


-,  ,  :  :v7:- =7'87<i:'' 


-%^y0y  ,.r. 


